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In 2005 the Parish Council agreed that a Village Design Statement was necessary to ensure that the residents
had the opportunity to express their views about the future of Honeystreet and to convey those views
to relevant organizations, including Kennet District Council and British Waterways.

A senior member of Kennet District Council was invited to the first public meeting to explain the purpose
of a Village Design Statement and to offer advice on the different ways to approach the task. From the
outset the Chairman stressed the importance of this being a statement representing the views of everyone.

Volunteers came forward to form a group totally independent of the Parish Council to undertake studies
of different aspects of life, past, present and future.

Regular review meetings were held and gradually a series of draft documents was formed and widely
circulated through the village for consultation.

A questionnaire was taken round to all the properties in Honeystreet, which produced a very high response
rate. The results are shown within this document.

Kennet District Council were kept informed of progress throughout and their help and assistance was
greatly appreciated.

The finished document has been issued to Kennet District Council, Wiltshire County Council, the Parish
Council, the Countryside Commission, the Council to Protect Rural England, British Waterways, the Kennet
& Avon Canal Trust and to each of the participating volunteers. Further copies are available to residents
of Honeystreet.
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Introduction

Honeystreet is a very small village of 29 houses clustered almost entirely along the banks of the Kennet & Avon
Canal. It lies in the Vale of Pewsey beneath the steep southern scarp face of the Marlborough Downs where
the ancient Ridgeway track descends from the high chalk down. The numerous springs in the area make much
of the land wet, particularly in winter.  The index of Wiltshire place names states that ‘Honeystreet’ was the
name given to the Ridgeway at this point – ‘honey’ referring to the fact that it was always muddy.  The soil is
chiefly greensand with some clay and chalk and is mainly down to pasture grazed by cattle, horses and sheep.

The village lies at the heart of the Kennet & Avon Canal corridor, where Kennet District Council’s stated objective
is to “restore and maintain traditional features…and retain the tranquil, unspoilt and natural qualities”.1 Historic
features include Honeystreet Wharf and its related buildings, once described by Pevsner as the best canalside
scenery in Wiltshire; and the Barge Inn. The village, which stands within the North Wessex Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, is entirely surrounded by open fields, with exceptional and cherished views to the
Alton White Horse, Woodborough Hill, and east and west along the waterway.

The Kennet Local Plan, 2004, lists Honeystreet among the “villages that do not have a range of facilities where
housing development will be restricted”.2 Villages on this list are specifically protected under the plan, which
lays down stringent conditions for new building, including a requirement that any development must be “in
harmony with the village in terms of its scale and character.”3
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 1. Kennet Landscape Conservation Strategy, p23
 2. Kennet Local Plan, Table H.5
 3. Kennet Local Plan, Policy HC24



History

Although early maps, such as Andrews and Drury (right)
show a hamlet on a north-south axis below the downs,
the arrival of the canal was a focal point of development
of the Honeystreet community with 1810 as a seminal
date. That year saw the construction of the canal, with
Honeystreet Wharf built the following year. The wharf
(pictured, right and below, in its heyday) was one of the
few on the canal that was privately owned and not the
property of the Canal Company. Over the years it became
synonymous with the local company Robbins, Lane and
Pinniger, established in 1811, which employed many of
the local people. The company’s bill-head describes them
as sawing and planing mill-owners, merchants and
importers of English and foreign timber and a range of
other goods. They were also listed as barge builders and
chemical manure manufacturers.

Use of the Canal increased rapidly until, by 1823, nearly
190,000 tons were being moved annually. The company’s
1818 annual report states that over 200 boats were using
the canal, seventy of these being barges capable of carrying
60 tons. The main cargoes were coal, Bath stone, iron
and salt. There are also reports of cargoes from the
continent using the canal between London and Bristol
rather than risk the stormy route round the Lizard.

All this had a considerable effect on the development of
small communities like Honeystreet that grew up along
the waterway. The effect was both social and economic.

The Barge Inn, for example, the only public house in the
Alton Parish, was built in 1810 to coincide with the canal-
opening. The original inn had a glass look-out, or belvedere,
on the top of the building to spot the barges coming
down the canal and have fresh horses and a fresh crew
ready. The site eventually contained a slaughter house,
a coach house, a brew house, hop store, bake house,
smoke house and cart shed plus stabling for four horses.
Between 1871 and 1957 a number of licensees also acted
as local grocers using the ground floor as a grocery and
general stores.

In 1858 the original building was partly destroyed by a
fire but within six months the pub was rebuilt. Later, it
also provided the focal point for local sporting activities
such as the Honeystreet  Football team (Wiltshire Junior
champions in the 1920’s) which played its matches in the
Barge Inn’s field. In the summer the ground provided a
home for the Honeystreet Cricket Club.

In recent times the inn has become a mecca for crop
circle devotees. It has provided the backdrop for television
programmes, most notably an episode of Inspector Morse.

The saw mills continue to this day but barge building
went into a decline after the first world war. The advent
of the railways and the eventual acquisition of the Kennet
and Avon Canal Company by the Great Western Railway
hastened its decline. By the end of the 1940’s it was
obvious that the canal as a viable method of  commercial
transportation was finished and seemed doomed to
close.

The waterway was saved by a long and hard-fought
campaign led by a voluntary organisation, the Kennet and
Avon Canal Trust, which eventually saw the canal officially
reopened by the Queen in 1990.
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Recommendations

1. Kennet District Council’s Local Plan states in relation to Honeystreet that any new development must
be “within the existing built up area of the village” and “in harmony with the village in
terms of its scale and character.” The Council’s Landscape Conservation Strategy pledges to
“restore and maintain traditional features…and retain the tranquil, unspoilt and natural
qualities” of the canal corridor.

Any future development at Honeystreet should abide by these principles.

2. Any new development should, therefore, employ local materials where possible, include generous open
spaces and avoid uniformity. It is essential to retain the character and historic buildings of the wharfside area,
such as the pantiled former stables on the east side of the site. Reinstatement of the clock tower would
provide a historic focal point. Cherished views – specifically along the canal east and west, north to the white
horse and downs, and to Woodborough Hill – should be protected.

3. Attention must be paid to the nature of any homes provided and in particular their design. There are plenty
of examples of nearby developments - All Cannings Cross,  Alton Priors, Woodborough garden centre etc
- where ranges of old industrial buildings have been converted into attractive modern homes whilst retaining
much of the architectural simplicity of the Georgian/Victorian industrial building with attractive new build
blended in.  Any development should contain an element of social housing to allow young local lower paid
families to have the choice to live in the community in which they were brought up. What the community
fears most is a nautical theme park or a Cotswold Water park development that changes the face of the
community for ever. It is also aware that any redevelopment north of the canal could set a precedent for a
similar development on the south side as the value of such sites continues to rise dramatically.

4. Care should be taken to avoid Honeystreet and its immediate environs taking on a “suburban” character,
with a surfeit of traffic-calming, signs, “improvements” to the roads and verges and a halo of street-lighting,
which is now recognized as a pollutant. Cabling should be underground wherever possible.

5. The local bus service – the “Wigglybus” – is the only public transport link to and from the village. It is
important that it is maintained and, if at all possible, enhanced.

6. The greatly-increased use of the canal has brought welcome benefits. But it has also created some problems,
notably noise-nuisance from generators on moored barges. This would be resolved at a stroke by relocating
moorings immediately to the west of the Barge Inn, where there are no dwellings. We urge British Waterways
to consider this, in line with its commitment to canalside communities.

7. The post box is a valued asset and should be retained. The telephone box at Alton Priors is the only one
within reasonable walking distance of the village.

99



Appendix 1:  Honeystreet questionnaire

An 18 point questionnaire was distributed to 24 households in Honeystreet which produced 24 responses.

Population
Most (67%) of the residents have lived in the hamlet for more than 10 years, 11% for 5 to 10 years and 22%
for up to 5 years.  Almost 100% of respondents said they like Honeystreet as it is and are happy here.
In response to the question “why are you here?” two said they were born in the village, one moved here as
a child 69 years ago and one married into the village.  Three came to be close to their work or land and
others in order to return to the countryside or to “return to familiar old haunts”. One had come with the
prospect of working in a canal-related business.
One resident had responded to the archaeology – both the industrial history of the wood-yard and canal
and the prehistory all around.   Most respondents had been attracted by the peace of the village, the canal
and its associations, though one commented that “it used to be peaceful” and another that 40 years ago
“house prices were affordable”.  Several quoted  “a small village with wonderful neighbours” and most referred
to the beauty of the views and the surrounding landscapes.  Above all people mentioned “peace and quiet”.

Facilities and Safety
In all, 80% felt that some sort of footpath or pedestrian way between Honeystreet and Alton Barnes
would be a good idea and the same number would support a village shop, though only 20% could offer to
help in a shop.  Almost 80% were in favour of more ‘village activities’ and more than half of the respondents
said they would offer help or sponsorship for these.  Proper grading on the canal towpath was supported
by 66%. And 100% supported the introduction of a 10mph speed limit on Chimney Lane and Barge Lane.

Buildings
Half the  respondents agreed that more houses should be built on “brownfield sites” and 60% supported
more affordable housing.  Almost all (95%) wanted to see local materials and local architectural styles
incorporated in any new building.

Change and development
Asked what future change or development would be acceptable, four respondents wanted no change
whatsoever and another said “no change unless accompanied by work opportunities for residents and
incomers”.   Seven respondents pleaded for a “sympathetic”, “sensitive”, “tasteful”, “uncrowded” and
“respectful” approach to any development of the “brownfield site” at Honeystreet Mill.
Other wished-for developments included the burying of all overhead cables, reduced night-time light
pollution, fewer long-stay narrowboats (24 hour moorings only), greater recognition of Honeystreet’s
unique “sense of place” by Kennet Council and British Waterways, and sensitive refurbishment/restoration
of the listed out-buildings at the Barge Inn. And one long-term resident, a vegetable gardener, suggested
“fewer rooks”

Asked what future changes they would least like to see, respondents mentioned “too much new housing”,
“more development”, “over-development”, “urbanization” (or “suburbanization”), “over-
extension of this small locality” and “encroachment on an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”.

Traffic, both vehicular and pedestrian, proved a major concern, and respondents rejected any future
increase in either along Chimney Lane, which is an unadopted road.
Some respondents said they felt threatened by the increased number of “strangers” using the lane.   All
respondents rejected any significant increase in traffic volume in and out of the Honeystreet Mill site and
therefore at the junction with the main road.  There was also concern that more traffic movements could
lead to more signage on the main road, double white lines and even traffic lights, (“to sort out a hazard
which does not as yet exist”).
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Appendix 2:  Planning Framework

1. Kennet Local Plan 2011 (adopted April 2004) policies particularly relevant for Honeystreet

Policy HC24: villages with limited facilities
“Within the villages in the countryside listed under Table H.5 [includes Honeystreet] which do not have
defined Limits of Development, new housing development will be restricted to infilling, the replacement
of existing dwellings or the redevelopment of existing buildings provided that the development:
a)  is within the existing built up area of the village;
b)  does not consolidate an existing sporadic, loose knit area of development; and
c)  the development is in harmony with the village in terms of its scale and  character.
All new housing proposals should conform with other policies in the Plan, including those that seek to
protect local services (ED28), Amenity (PD1) and employment (ED11, ED12) and promote affordable
housing (HC32).”

Policy NR8: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
“When considering applications for development within the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, as indicated on the Proposals Map and Inset Maps, particular regard will be paid to the
national recognition of the landscape quality of the area. Priority will be given to the conservation of the
character and scenic quality of the landscape, generally restricting development to that essential to the
rural economy or social well-being of the rural area or desirable for the enjoyment of its amenities, subject
to the provisions of Policy NR7 [re protection of the landscape]. Other proposals will not be permitted
unless proven to be in the national interest and incapable of being accommodated outside the AONB,
or in accordance with other policies of this Plan.”

Policy TR1: development affecting the Kennet and Avon Canal
“Development which would adversely affect the amenity value, historic fabric, environmental quality or
landscape setting of the Kennet and Avon Canal will not be permitted.”

Policy TR2: facilities for boat users on the Kennet & Avon Canal
“With the exception of the proposals at Caen Hill Flight and Martinslade/Upper Foxhangers, proposals
for facilities for boat users will be restricted to the redevelopment, improvement or modest extension
of existing canalside infrastructure at Devizes Wharf, Devizes Marina, Horton Bridge, Honeystreet Wharf,
Pewsey Wharf, Burbage Wharf and Great Bedwyn Wharf.”

The Local Plan recognises the historic and scenic value of the canal, and its potential as a major resource
for recreation and tourism. “The Council’s strategy is to secure the full economic benefits of the Canal 
whilst protecting its historic fabric and the environment qualities that make it special” (Local Plan, para. 
7.06).

2. Kennet Landscape Conservation Strategy (May 2005)

This document, which has Supplementary Planning Guidance status, builds on the Kennet District 
Landscape Assessment (1998). It places Honeystreet within the Vale of Pewsey Landscape Character
Area and gives advice on landscape enhancement. “Enhancement Priorities” include:
“Encourage repair, replanting and widespread extension of hedgerow network and development of mature
trees, using native species typical of this locality”;
“Restore and maintain traditional features of the Kennet & Avon Canal landscapes, e.g. bridges, locks and
other structures, and retain the tranquil, unspoilt natural qualities of the canal corridor”; and
“Improve landscape structure and land management on the fringes of settlements and along main roads,
to mitigate adverse impacts on the landscape”.
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View to
Woodborough Hill

View to
Alton White Horse View east

along canal

View west
along canal

The broad line indicates the existing
built up area of the village.
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